
 Calls for Conference Submissions, p.1 
 

Spring ’13 CA Student Union Conference | CSU Long Beach 

Call for POLITICAL CLIMATE PRESENTATION Submissions 
 
The Spring ’13 Statewide Conference will be kicked off with a 10-minute presentation on the current 
political climate in California as it relates to higher education.  We invite anyone, especially those who 
signed up to be part of the Statewide Committee, to help in putting together a perspective on the state 
of the higher education struggle. 
 
Below are a few thoughts of what this overview of the current obstacles facing education/organizing 
would include: 
- The fate of Prop 30 and fee increase freezes 
- City College of San Francisco’s current accreditation battle 
- Online education being promoted by legislative leaders as “magic” solution 
- And… 
 
Want to continue developing the above perspective? Then let’s get cracking! 
 
If you would like to help develop this presentation, please contact Bo at belder76@gmail.com 
 
 
Call for INTERNAL STRUCTURE DISCUSSION Submissions 
 
One of the most important steps towards formalizing the student union will be deciding what the 
internal structure of the organization should look like. Should we follow a Centralized model or a 
Federated one? Or, perhaps it should be wholly Decentralized, serving as nothing more than a space for 
student activists across the state to report back to each other? If you have a particularly strong opinion 
for or against any of the broad models proposed above, it’d be great if you would volunteer to present 
your thoughts at the upcoming conference. 
 
Questions to consider would include: 
- What would a centralized model look like? How would decisions be made? 
- How many representatives would each campus have if we were to use a federated model? 
- Why do you think a certain model should be avoided? 
- Etc. 
 
On the conference call last Wednesday, we decided that we’d have one presentation for and one 
presentation against each model, with each speaker being limited to 3 minutes. We’d then open the 
floor for volunteers to share additional comments and/or presentations. The presentations that you 
sign-up to do will be introducing the models in question, so they’re a great way for you to shape the 
nature of the debate that ensues. 
 
Feel free to prepare a Powerpoint presentation or slides if it’ll help make your ideas easier to follow. You 
can also email those presentations to the below contact person so that we can have them ready for you 
at the conference. 
 
If you would be interested in signing up to do a presentation for or against any of the models, please 
contact Omid at omid@berkeley.edu 
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Call for OUTREACH SKILLSHARE Submissions 
 
This is a call for outreach presentations, with outreach broadly defined. We want to leave our next 
conference with a better idea of how to move forward, with how to make our unions known. Thus, we 
will spend the last chunk of our next conference doing an outreach skillshare, made possible by 
presentations from our existing locals! 
 
In a 5 to 10 minute presentation, we’d like you to share your successes, failures, ideas, research, etc. of 
transforming the idea of a student union into a functioning representative campus local. 
 
Has your local started organizing your student government? Did you get your street cred and lots of 
recruits when you organized that awesome action? Are you doing it day by day, flier by flier, club by club 
with an old-school organizing drive? Or are you trying something else or some combinations of all the 
above? What histories are you looking to for guidance? 
 
Whether your strategy has worked or not; whether your local has three dozen committed organizers or 
it’s just you and your roommate, your presentations are key to getting a discussion started about how to 
bring our union to power. 
 
If you would like to present what your school has done thus far to outreach for CASU, please contact Jay 
at jay.scherf@gmail.com  
 
 
Call for NEXT CONFERENCE LOCATION Submissions 
 
The Fall ’13 Conference is scheduled to be hosted in Northern California. If your campus organization is 
looking to engage its members more fully into the CA Student Union project, hosting is a great way to 
accomplish this. 
 
Hosting a statewide conference entails reserving space at your university at least 3 months prior to the 
conference, having at least one spokesperson make it to weekly planning/facilitation conference calls 
(which start around 2 months prior to the conference), and helping coordinate logistics. 
 
If your campus would like to host the Fall ’13 CASU Conference, to be held in Northern California, please 
contact Jay at jay.scherf@gmail.com  
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