
Call For A Statewide Discussion On The Formation of A Student Union

At the March 17, 2012 Southern California Education Organizing Coalition Conference, 
students from the 14 schools present voted to call to initiate the formation of a statewide, 
multi-system student union. We would like to work collaboratively with Northern 
California and schools across the State on this.

We recognize that this will be a long process and that, because the level of mobilization 
and the conditions of struggle vary dramatically across different sectors, it will progress 
unevenly from region to region, campus to campus and school to school. However, we 
think that it is critical that we go into this process united around a common and 
democratically arrived at conception of what kind of student union we are building. 

Towards this, we have three proposals: 

1) That we initiate a statewide discussion on this in which schools, organizations, and 
individuals can submit well thought out proposals for what kind of student union we are 
building, what its purpose will be, how it should function, how it should be structured 
internally, how it should relate to labor unions, etc. We would like to establish a listserv or 
online forum to facilitate this discussion and to encourage the entire student portion of 
our movement to consider this issue seriously and contribute to this debate. We will also 
be making available resources from student unions in other countries for people to read. 
The reality is that student unions vary widely in structure and purpose from country to 
country and school system to school system so there is much to consider and debate.

2) That each region establish a student union committee to push forward the work around 
this.

3) That we hold simultaneous regional conferences some time after May 1, 2012 
specifically devoted to discussing the proposals that have been presented statewide and 
drafting a working proposal that all can agree on. And that we use this as a foundation to 
really work during the summer break to get a skeletal plan for the union in place to start 
building it in the Fall. 
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