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Be Heard: Spoken Word for Activists 
by Matt Sedillo (http://www.mattsedillopoetry.com/) 
 

Spoken word is a great vehicle that anyone can master in order to 
express their political views. Techniques will be reviewed in order to 
write in a format that will resonate at readings or rallies. Students will 
leave the workshop knowing how to structure a spoken word poem that 
operates using the same logic as a political speech. Culture is a key 
component of any movement and any movement builder can develop 
the tools the movement demands. 

 
Building a Grassroots Student Organization 
by Chirag Gunvantbhai Bhakta, West Coast National Field Associate, 
United States Student Association (http://www.usstudents.org/) 
 

Though student movements often seem to appear out of thin air, 
behind the scenes are individuals who take the first steps into 
organizing around issues and build groups and networks where there 
were none. Aside from a little bit of confidence and support of those 
that came before, groups can be born of the frustrations and passions 
of one or two people. There is no reason you cannot be one of them. 
This workshop will focus on setting up the ground work, building, 
growing, and maintaining a newly formed grassroots organization. 

 
AB 955 and the Privatization of Education 
By Jason Troia, Chairman of Californian’s United to Reclaim Education 
(CURE) 
 

Join CURE’s “political demolition expert” (a.k.a. recall specialist) as he 
takes you through a tour of the AB 955, legislation recently signed into 
law by Governor Brown which creates a pilot program at 6 Community 
College campuses that raises Summer & Winter unit fees by over 300%. 
This program in effect creates a two-tier education system within the 
CC’s which will make education inaccessible for the most at-risk student 
populations. Come learn about next steps being taken to defeat the 
implementation of this two-tier program. 
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Accreditation Teach-In 
by Vesna, Lalo, & Kevin, Save CCSF (http://www.saveccsf.org) 
 

The City College of San Francisco has been under threat of losing its 
accreditation since July 2012 at the hands of the ACCJC, the Accrediting 
Commission for Community and Junior Colleges, which placed sanctions 
against the school. In the name of this manufactured “crisis,” student 
programs and services were cut, classified staff and teachers laid off, 
computer labs closed, and faculty and staff wages cut. It is clear to the 
CCSF community that these sanctions are about forces of privatization 
that are working to downsize public education and push students into 
for-profit schools which will saddle them with debt. While Save CCSF 
has been able to push back on the attacks by the ACCJC, much work still 
remains to be done, especially around the replacement of the school’s 
democratic governing board by a “Special Trustee” with absolute power 
over the decision-making process. 
 
 

The 5 W’s of Divestment: Let’s Talk About Palestine! 
by Nadya Tannous & Bo Outland, UC Santa Cruz Committee for Justice in 
Palestine (http://santacruzcjp.wordpress.com/) 
 

We will be taking a quick overview of the ongoing conflict in 
Israel/Palestine and share some of the challenges of Palestine solidarity 
work on California campuses. Come to our workshop and learn about 
the reality on the ground today in the region, how our student tuition is 
funding the occupation, and why divest. The workshop will include a 
brainstorming session on how to bring Divestment campaigns to your 
campuses and communities with resources that can get you started. 
Come join us! 
 
 
 

 


